Tuberculosis and National Health
temperature and weight records are kept. The presence and extent
of possible infection are investigated by the employment of tuber/
culm tests and radiographical examinations. The school is visited
by the tuberculosis officer, who acts as school medical officer.
An important unit in the scheme of treatment is the hospital
for the treatment of cases of non/pulmonary tuberculosis. The
modern conservative method of treatment reinforced by special
surgical measures has yielded excellent results in the arrest and
cure of tuberculous lesions of bones and joints and in the pre/
vention of deformities. The modern treatment of this type of
disease is provided in large institutions specially designed and
specially equipped for the purpose, and having a skilled nursing,
resident medical, and consultative staff. Large institutions which
are capable of serving a relatively large area are to be recom/
mended, and the accommodation provided should be adequate
to meet the requirements not only of children but of adults
suffering from tuberculosis of bones and joints. In some districts
difficulty is experienced in securing the admission of adult male
patients suffering from tuberculosis of the spine or other bony
structure to a special hospital for treatment. An essential adjunct
to the hospital is the orthopaedic clinic to which the patient can
be referred for after/care and observation and for necessary sub/
sequent treatment for deformity. It is important that the tuber/
culous patients attending orthopaedic clinics should be under
the supervision of a skilled orthopaedic surgeon.
Cases of uncomplicated tuberculosis of the lymphatic glands
and of the peritoneum also respond well to treatment in such
special hospitals, although proximity to the sea is definitely more
beneficial to some children suffering from these conditions.
For certain forms of extra/pulmonary tuberculosis, admission
to special departments of large general hospitals, or failing this to
small general hospitals, is necessary. Tuberculosis of the ear, eye,
kidney, bladder, fallopian tubes and skin require special methods
of investigation, nursing and treatment. In all cases of non/
pulmonary tuberculosis which do not require specialized methods
of treatment, conservative treatment in a sanatorium may be
employed with good results.
PRINCIPLES OF TREATMENT. Since the beginning
of the present century the treatment of tuberculosis, more especially
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